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Tripped circuit breakers
deserve attention!

A little electrical safety could prevent a winter house fire

by Michael LaPlante,
Master Electrician

It’'s bound to happen this
winter...some family, maybe one
you know, will lose their home
and most of their belongings to a
fire.

According to the US Fire
Administration, electrical
overloads, candles and Christmas
trees increase the incidence of
wintertime fires. In fact, in a
recent article, they reported that
each year nearly 156,000 fires in
the US occur during the winter
holiday season alone.

Hopefully, if a fire occurs
locally, there will be no loss of
life. And hopefully they will have
insurance to cover their loss. But
could the fire be avoided in the
first place? Chances are, yes.

Area fire officials emphasize
that this is a good time to be
aware of everything that is being
plugged in. “Please check your
electrical panel for signs of rust
or corrosion which might keep
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Christmas trees account for about 200 fires annually - mostly from electrical lights
or open flames from candles - causing more than $6 million in property damage, ac-
cording to the U.S. Fire Administration.

circuit breakers from working
properly. If a breaker does trip,
don’t just reset it. Get it checked,”
recommends Chief McGouldrick

of Cape Elizabeth.
Chief Thurlow of Scarborough
urges caution when using

extension cords: “Too many people
overload extension cords and run
them under rugs or furniture. This

Tips to prevent winter holiday fires include:

¢ Only use lights that have been certified by a recognized lab like UL, ETL, or CSA
¢ Check wiring of all lights and extension cords

¢ Don’t use lights with broken or frayed wires

¢ Don’t connect more than three strands of lights together

¢ Unplug decorations when you leave the house or go to bed

¢ Don’t use electric lights on metallic trees

is a potential fire hazard.” Dep.
Chief Haskell of South Portland

adds, “Take note of what’s near heating
units, especially electric baseboards and
portable heaters. They get hot enough to
ignite clothing and other items placed
too closely.”

Do your lights flicker? Do you have
a fuse that blows when you plug
something in? Do you tend to reset the
circuit breaker when it trips? These
are all indications that a line might be

Lights not certified by a recognized lab like
UL, ETL, or CSA or have frayed wires in-
crease the incidence of wintertime fires.

overloaded. In time, the heat generated
by these problems can start a fire.

If a circuit breaker trips or a fuse
blows, don’t reset it and forget about it.
Call a licensed electrician to check the
circuits for you. If you call LaPlante
Electric, we’ll give you a free evaluation
of the problem. Your home, your family
and your life are far too important to
leave to chance.

This holiday season, the local fire
prevention experts have a few
simple requests: “Please don’t
leave your holiday lights on when
you’re not home. Please be careful
with lighted candles. Check to be
sure smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors are working. And
remember, if a circuit breaker
trips, it’s doing its job to protect
you. Please find out why.”

LaPlante  Electric  wishes
everyone a safe holiday season.
For more electrical safety tips visit
www.LaPlanteElectric.com or for
an evaluation of your residential
electrical system, contact Michael
at 761-2446.
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Candles are beautiful but they are be-
coming a major cause of house fires
according to all of the area fire offi-
cials. Keep lighted candles away from
trees, decorations and wrapping pa-
per. Make sure they can’t be tipped
over by a curtain or pet. Above all, re-
member to blow them out before leav-
ing the house or going to bed.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


